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mumok Annual Press Conference 2013 
 
 
Statement by Karola Kraus 
 
“mumok understands itself as a discursive museum and a center of academic 
competence, a research and ideas workshop with a clear mission to educate in the 
field of exhibitions, events, and publications. Our diverse and ambitious education, 
exhibition, and events programs facilitate intensive dialogue on modernist and 
contemporary art with both a broad public and experts in the field. It is our aim to 
attract new audiences, by offering a wide-ranging but always carefully structured and 
balanced program. 

The challenge faced by my team and I not only concerns the contents of our work—
devising exhibitions and developing our collection—but also guaranteeing and 
acquiring the necessary financial means. State subsidies are never sufficient, and we 
are intensifying our work with patrons and sponsors. I am very proud that we have 
been able to budget our work so successfully in recent years. 

With my inaugural exhibition, Museum of Desires, I championed the cause of active 
collecting. In spite of ever tighter budgets for new acquisitions, I still see collecting 
as the key task of our museum. Gifts of significant works by both young and 
renowned Austrian and international artists have also helped us to expand and 
complement our collection. This year alone we have succeeded in gaining gifts to a 
value of 1.2 m euros. 

All these successes should not blind us to a serious problem—that our ability to carry 
out our primary mission and work is increasingly endangered by the gradual 
depreciation of our basic financing over many years. If this continues, then mumok’s 
essential structures and outstanding reputation are under serious threat.” 
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The 2014 mumok Exhibition Year 
 
The highlights of the 2014 exhibition year at mumok are two large retrospective 
shows of the work of Cosima von Bonin and Josef Dabernig and a presentation of 
one of Europe’s most important private collections. Our accompanying program of 
events will include concerts and performances by Tocotronic, Phantom Ghost, and 
Andreas Dorau. Solo exhibitions by Moyra Davey, Flaka Haliti, and Jenni Tischer will 
once again underscore mumok’s commitment to younger artists. 
 
The 2014 season will be launched with a double opening. On February 21, the 
Annick and Anton Herbert Collection from Ghent will open up a dialogue with 
mumok’s own collection. The Herberts are showing around 200 key works from their 
collection, from Marcel Broodthaers to Mike Kelley and Heimo Zobernig. A new 
exhibition by the New York artist Moyra Davey (born 1958 in Toronto) will open in 
parallel. For her first solo show in Austria, photographer and filmmaker Davey is 
developing several new works that refer to the work of French writer—and criminal—
Jean Genet (1910–1986).  
 
Josef Dabernig (born 1956 in Kötschach-Mauthen) is one of Austria’s most diverse 
artists. His works are included in renowned art institutions and represented at 
international film festivals. His own especially designed exhibition track, Rock the 
Void, will open on July 5. 
This will be accompanied by the simultaneous opening of the Henkel Art.Award 
winner solo show. The 2013 winner is Flaka Haliti (born 1982 in Prishtina), a cultural 
interloper whose work reflects patriarchal structures in her home country of Kosovo. 
 
In the fall, mumok will present a large retrospective exhibition of the work of Cosima 
von Bonin (born 1962 in Mombasa), opening on October 3. This German conceptual 
artist and documenta participant has become internationally renowned for her giant 
cuddly toys and opulently staged exhibition settings.  
From October 18, Jenni Tischer (born 1979 in Heidelberg), Baloise Art Prize winner 
2013, will be showing works that transfer typically “female” insignia into the world of 
art. 
 
In addition to these special exhibitions, mumok is also rearranging its presentation of 
its permanent collection. The focus will be on classical modernism and the 
influences it has had on following generations. Continuing in the spirit of framing the 
museum’s own collecting policy, in the summer months of 2014 mumok is 
presenting a thematic selection of key new acquisitions. The focus in the show 
Space and Reality is on the turn to space as a theme in art. With a selection of new 
acquisitions and gifts, mumok will present thirty striking examples of the turn to 
space since the 1960s. 
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mumok kino 2014  
 
In 2014 our cinema will continue with thematic series of films, controversial single 
screenings and new films, and a large number of collaborative projects. The year will 
begin on January 8, with a selection of films by Israeli artist Roee Rosen, shown 
together with the Academy of Fine Arts and sixpackfilm. A week later, Elizabeth 
Price, Turner Prize winner 2012, will be our guest, at the invitation of the author, 
critic, and filmmaker Rainer Bellenbaum. Subsequently, there will be presentations of 
fullframe, New York artist Moyra Davey, and programs of films by local artists and 
guest curators. 
 
New Additions to the Collection in 2013 
 
Purchases 
Works by Verena Dengler, Simon Denny, Judith Hopf, Judith Hopf/Henrik Olesen, 
Christian Hutzinger, Sharon Lockhart, David Maljkovic, Christian Philipp Müller, 
Carolee Schneemann, and others. 
We thank the Gesellschaft der Freunde der bildenden Künste (Society of Friends of 
the Fine Arts), bm:ukk (gallery promotion), the Baloise Group, and Gertraud and 
Dieter Bogner for many years of support in purchasing artworks for the mumok 
collection. Purchases by the Austrian Ludwig Foundation (permanent loans): an 
important work by Carolee Schneemann and a new series of pictures from the 
American artist R. H. Quaytman. 
 
Gifts 
Thanks to generous gifts—above all from Gertraud and Dieter Bogner, Günter 
Lorenz, Alexander Schröder, Klaus Schröder and Sylvia Schröder-Göcke, and 
individual artists—mumok has been able to permanently integrate important artworks 
to a value of 1.2 m euros into the collection. 
These gifts comprise around 60 installations, objects, drawings, paintings, and 
photographs, as well as documentary and archive material by or relating to the 
following artists: Tom Burr, Friedl Dicker, Renée Green, Josef Matthias Hauer, Hubert 
Hoffmann, Christian Hutzinger, Hans-Jörg Mayer, Christian Philipp Müller, Albert 
Oehlen, Florian Pumhösl, Jörg Schlick, Zdeněk Sýkora, Franz West, Joseph Zehrer, 
Heimo Zobernig, and others. 


