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Exhibitions 2014 
 
 
Musée à vendre pour cause de faillite 
Herbert Foundation and mumok in Dialogue 
February 21 to May 18, 2014 
Opening: February 20 2014 
 
The Annick und Anton Herbert Collection is one of the most significant private 
collections of contemporary art in Europe. This Belgian couple began to purchase art 
during the political and social upheavals of the late 1960s. They were fascinated by 
the movements and trends in art at the time that promoted new concepts of art and 
the artwork—in parallel to contemporary endeavors for social renewal. With great 
expertise and care, the Herberts began to acquire important works by European and 
American representatives of Minimal Art and Conceptual Art—including works by Carl 
Andre, Marcel Broodthaers, Hanne Darboven, Donald Judd, On Kawara, Sol LeWitt, 
Michelangelo Pistoletto, Niele Toroni, Lawrence Weiner, Art & Language, Dan 
Graham, Bruce Nauman, and Gerhard Richter. From the mid-1980s, the Herberts 
added significant groups of works by a younger generation—including Martin 
Kippenberger, Franz West, and Mike Kelley. The last artist to join their collection was 
the Austrian Heimo Zobernig.  
In June 2013, the Herberts decided to present their collection to the public each 
year during the summer months, showing works in a former industrial building in 
Ghent. Our exhibition in early 2014 in Vienna, with the deliberately provocative title 
Musée à vendre pour cause de faillite (Museum for Sale due to Bankruptcy),  will be 
the last presentation of the collection outside of these summer shows in Ghent. The 
exhibition will present the Herbert collection more fully than ever before, and will 
also include key works from the mumok collection especially selected by the 
Herberts. 
 
Curated by Eva Badura-Triska 
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Moyra Davey 
Burn the Diaries 
February 21 to May 25, 2014 
Opening: February 20, 2014 
 
For New York artist Moyra Davey (born 1958 in Canada), photography, film, and 
video are just as important as literature. Her concentrated and often very detailed 
observations question forms of memory, and refer mostly to personal experiences 
and situations. Davey’s works explore our approach to time and history. They shed 
new light on the relationship between image and language, and also on that 
between production and reception. An important part of Davey’s artistic work are the 
Mailers, photographs folded as envelopes that she sends to family members, friends, 
and acquaintances. 
For her first solo exhibition in Austria, Moyra Davey is developing several new works 
that refer to the oeuvre of the French writer—and criminal—Jean Genet (1910–
1986).  
Moyra Davey’s presentation at mumok includes a new film that focuses on the 
processes of writing and remembering. Her subtly interwoven images, text 
montages, and depictions of third parties all closely correspond with elements of the 
life and work of the novelist, dramatist and political activist Genet.  
The second part of the exhibition presents new photographs and several Mailers that 
refer both to this film and to Davey’s own text Burn the Diaries. This text can be read 
in an artist’s book especially produced for the mumok exhibition. This book also 
includes a further text by writer Alison Strayer and numerous illustrations. 
 
Curated by Matthias Michalka 
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The Present of Modernism  
March 14, 2014, to February 8, 2015 
 
Is the grand utopian project of modernism still relevant today? What potential does it 
hold for later generations and contemporary artists? These are the questions raised 
by mumok’s new presentation of our collection, The Present of Modernism. From 
March 14, key works of classical modernism, early abstract art, and futurist works 
will be shown in contrast with the avant-gardes of the early 1960s, post-minimal art, 
and present-day artworks by artists like Isa Genzken, Christopher Wool, and Simon 
Starling. This comparison will again clearly show how the visual repertories of 
modernism continue to be explored today. The strategies used by younger 
generations when they refer to modernist forms and idioms will be given ample 
space in this exhibition, alongside the grand themes of twentieth and twenty-first-
century art. 
 
With around 150 works, this new presentation includes paintings, sculptures, 
drawings, photographs, films, and architectural models. Important new acquisitions 
and gifts of recent years are included—with works by Carolee Schneemann, Judith 
Hopf, Tom Burr, and David Maljkovic. The exhibition is complemented by selected 
loaned works. 
 
Curated by Susanne Neuburger 
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Flaka Haliti 
Henkel Art.Award. 2013 
June 6 to October 5, 2014 
Opening: June 5, 2014 
 
The Henkel Art.Award. will be given in 2013 for the twelfth time. The prize money is 
a total of 35,000 euros, consisting of 7,000 euros in money and two exhibitions, and 
the prize is available to artists from twenty-three countries in the CEE (Central and 
Eastern Europe) region. In 2014 the Henkel Art.Award exhibition will take place at 
mumok for the sixth time, with a solo exhibition by the winner during the summer 
months. 
In 2013, Kosovo artist Flaka Haliti (born 1982 in Prishtina) received the Henkel 
Art.Award. Haliti’s art looks at the social and art-world structures within which she 
produces and presents her own work. Her sensitivity for the specific features of her 
own environment derives in good part from her position as a cultural interloper. She 
grew up and was educated in Kosovo, but very early on she began to independently 
address contemporary artistic discourses, spending time abroad and making 
questions of cultural and artistic identity the basis of her work. Another key issue 
here is Flaka Halit’s own experience with role images of women in Kosovo. In one of 
her works that refers to the victims and disappeared persons during the Balkan wars, 
she asks how far it is legitimate to rework the fates of these people in the medium of 
art. She also used her own experiences in a series of interviews with migrants in 
Frankfurt am Main—people who come from all over the world to Germany’s capital of 
finance, and then are forced to remain within their own communities.  
 
Curated by Barbara Rüdiger 
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Josef Dabernig 
Rock the Void 
June 6 to September 14, 2014 
Opening: June 5, 2014 
 
Artist and filmmaker Josef Dabernig (born in 1956 in Kötschach-Mauthen, Austria) 
works in a wide range of genres and shows his work in all kinds of art institutions 
and at international film festivals. His early works are characterized by a stringent 
formal order. Up to the mid-1990s, he mainly produced lists, conceptual textual 
works, and mathematically structured objects. In more recent decades Dabernig has 
expanded his repertoire with film and photography, and added more narrative 
elements. For his mumok exhibition he will develop a customized exhibition 
sequence, with works from all periods of his career, including film, photos, texts, 
three-dimensional objects, and architecture. 
Dabernig looks at architectural constellations and social realms, noting utopias 
turned into concrete and empty spaces in allegedly functional contexts, and thus 
producing complex insights into the paradoxical nature of our spatial and social 
systems. Whether exploring the ways in which we care for our bodies or how we take 
our holidays, at soccer or the automobile as fetish—Dabernig obsessively plays with 
presences and absences, and thereby presents both our desire for rational 
orientation and the pleasure of inavoidable rupture, contradiction, and excess. 
 
Curated by Matthias Michalka and Susanne Neuburger
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Space and Reality 
New Acquisitions and Gifts 
June 6, to September 7 
Opening: June 5, 2014 
 
With her inaugural exhibition back in 2012, Museum of Wishes, mumok director 
Karola Kraus made it clear that focusing on the defining elements of the mumok’s 
own collection would be an important feature of her tenure. Continuing in the spirit 
of framing the museum’s own collecting policy, in the summer months of 2014 
mumok is presenting a thematic selection of key new acquisitions. The focus here is 
on the turn to space as a theme in art. Looking at space as a theme entails a cross-
genre approach in art, aiming to bridge the divide between artistic and social reality. 
With a selection of new acquisitions and gifts, mumok will present thirty striking 
examples of the turn to space since the 1960s. 
 
Alongside “wishes come true” from the Museum of wishes, the show will also present 
new permanent loans from the Austrian Ludwig Foundation and also purchases 
made for mumok with the support of the Austrian Federal Chancellery, Department 
of Art. A special place is reserved for works from the Gertaud and Dieter Bogner 
collection. We will also be showing acquisitions that would not have been possible 
without the support of the Society of Friends of the Fine Arts or the mumok Board. 
Generous gifts by artists and collectors who are closely associated with mumok are 
also included in this exhibition.  
 
Curated by Rainer Fuchs 
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Cosima von Bonin 
HIPPIES USE SIDE DOOR. THE YEAR 2014 HAS LOST THE PLOT 
October 4, 2014, to January 18, 2015 
Opening: October 3, 2014 
 
In the fall of 2014, mumok will present the largest exhibition of works by Cosima von 
Bonin to date in Austria. Under the title HIPPIES USE SIDE DOOR. THE YEAR 2014 HAS 

LOST THE PLOT this exhibition will include more than 100 works by von Bonin, who was 
born in 1962 in Mombasa, Kenya. This comprehensive overview ranges from the 
artist’s early years in the 1990s to her more recent stage-like installations, and new 
works that she is developing especially for this exhibition in Vienna. On four of 
mumok’s seven exhibition levels, this exhibition will show how von Bonin’s works 
increasingly come to take possession of the space they are placed in. 
Von Bonin has developed a complex and rich network of contacts and relationships 
in the fields of fine arts and music, and in Vienna too she will be including 
longstanding colleagues and friends in her exhibition project. The musical program 
will be presented by Tocotronic, the duo Phantom Ghost, and Andreas Dorau—
together with Cosima von Bonin. The exhibition itself will integrate works from the 
mumok collection and artists whose work von Bonin appreciates.  
 
This exhibition will also be highly visible in the city of Vienna. A large colorful rocket 
ridden by a vomiting baby chicken will be erected on the mumok roof—ready to 
plunge into a plethora of plush textiles and cuddly toys with a no more than 
superficial resemblance to the world of children’s bedrooms.  
 
Curated by Karola Kraus



 

8 mumok exhibition program 2014   February 5, 2014 
 

Jenni Tischer – Baloise Art Prize 
October 18, 2014, to February 1, 2015 
Opening: October 17, 2014 
 
Since 1999, the Statements at the Art Basel fair has each year awarded the Baloise 
Art Prize to two up-and-coming artists. Over the last fourteen years an impressive 
series of artists who have since gained renown has won this prize, including Monika 
Sosnowska, Tino Sehgal, Keren Cytter, Ryan Gander, and in 2012 Simon Denny. In 
the year following the prize the artists exhibit in a large European art museum, which 
also receives works by the prizewinners for its collection. Since 2008 the two 
museums involved have been mumok and the Hamburg Kunsthalle. 
In 2013 the Baloise Art Prize, including prize money of 30,000 Swiss Franks, was 
awarded to Jenni Tischer (born 1979) and Kemang Wa Lehulere (born 1984). In 
2014 Tischer will exhibit at mumok, with the Baloise Art Prize giving her a first 
opportunity for a solo exhibition in a museum in Austria. 
Tischer’s mainly three-dimensional works refer to very specific motifs and themes, 
such as the khipu, an historical counting system by the Incas, or texts by the 
Enlightenment thinker Anthony Ashley Cooper. In Tischer’s often embroidered, sewn, 
or woven sculptural installations the initial models for her artistic explorations live on 
as aesthetically shaped objects, which are embedded poetically and sometimes 
ironically within a larger context. Her formally reduced objects include clear 
references to Minimal Art, while her use of textiles and handicraft techniques draw 
on feminist art forms of the 1970s and 1980s. This often leads to rich systems of 
references that permit a number of allusions and readings in both art-historical and 
political and cultural terms. 
For mumok Tischer will utilize these principles to create a new group of works that 
will be shown from October 18, 2014. 
 
Curated by Manuela Ammer 


