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A Balcony for the mumok — THE ITALIAN

For her largest solo exhibition to date in Austria artist Cosima von Bonin is not merely
showing works inside the mumok museum. In advance of the official opening on
October 3, she will installed a special balcony below the large panorama window on
the museum'’s front facade.

Von Bonin’s first idea was to place a rocket ridden by a retching baby chicken on the
museum roof, but in the meantime she has decided for a simple balcony of the kind
often seen on single and multi-apartment dwellings. When asked why she
abandoned the rocket, which would have been highly visible from some distance, in
favor of a sun balcony that might be overlooked at first sight, she answered in her
typically restrained way, refusing to interpret her own work: “I have always thought
that the museum needed a balcony.”

On this new mumok balcony stands a rather clumsy and tense looking figure, which
has no resemblance at all to the multitude of other creatures behind the window (and
thus behind its back) that have occupied the museum, lounging on high seats and
other items of furniture, drooping in exhaustion and sloth. Von Bonin calls this
balcony creature THE ITALIAN, as an allusion to the 1972 film of the same name by
the Austrian filmmaker Ferry Radax, based on a screenplay by author Thomas
Bernhard. This “Italian” is a thin creature, standing there in a mix of bold grandezza
and introverted introspection, and he is primarily an uncomfortable critic or a kind of
agent provocateur. He is feeling unwell, and he is retching. Whether this is because
he is afraid of heights, or because he has enough of his toil and of himself, or
because he wishes to rebel against Cosima von Bonin and therefore stands with his
back to her exhibition, can only be decided by each visitor alone.

In cooperation with the MusemsQuartier. We thank the mumok Advisory Board for their generous
support of this project and PORR AG as well as our media partners Der Standard, 01, Falter und
Wien live.
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