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The Ypsilon Five & Die 3 Ypsilons at the Exhibition Opening  
COSIMA VON BONIN. HIPPIES USE SIDE DOOR. THE YEAR 2014 HAS 
LOST THE PLOT. 
 

 

The American-German-Canadian performance group Da Group will come together in 

Vienna under a new name at the opening of the exhibition COSIMA VON BONIN. 

HIPPIES USE SIDE DOOR. THE YEAR 2014 HAS LOST THE PLOT. With an extended 

crew, they will open this retrospective of von Bonin’s work on October 3 with a 

flamboyant performance. Surprise and unpredictability are this group’s hallmark, and 

so they are keeping quiet about what exactly will happen when they perform at 

mumok. Can we expect snail-like creatures, walking on stilts, or exploding volcanoes, 

a musical, or minimalist poetry, accompanied by the songs of multicolored pet birds? 

This is a secret that Da Group will only reveal on the evening of the performance. The 

founder members of Da Group—Oliver Husain, Claus Richter, and Sergej Jensen—will 

join up with Stefan Müller and Simone Junker at mumok, and perform under the 

name The Ypsilon Five. At least we know so much.  

 

They will receive support on the opening evening from Die 3 Ypsilons. This is a 

group consisting of Canadian-German neo-drag-entities Mary Messhausen, Doc 

Nancy, and Proddy Produzentin. Mary and Proddy are flying into Vienna with all the 

expertise of the international party circus. Doc Nancy is a happy mathematician, and 

has calculated complex stochastic models that bring a new context for the mumok 

opening night. Inspired by trolls, clowns, and extravagant fashion, Die 3 Ypsilons will 

certainly add a lot of magical and irresistible sex flair to the evening. 

 

Da Group / The Ypsilon Five  

Da Group was founded in 1999 by Oliver Husain, Claus Richter, and Sergej Jensen. 

In musical miniature revues and grotesque enactments the group creates its own 

world of costumes, dances, and theater, continually reinventing itself and driven by 

an enthusiasm for the deviant and confusing. In 2001 they transformed all the rooms 

at the Frankfurter Kunstverein into a single performance set, in which the beginnings 

of human culture, the theory of morphogenetic fields, and the theft of the Golden 

Fleece all intermingled in theater, music shows, filming activities, and a twelve-hour 

performance to form a comprehensive and original historiography. 

Da Group performances always involve an excessive love of costume and 

masquerade. Wearing flowing silk scarves or rough potato sacks, they recite lyrical 

miniatures to their own compositions and play out complex actions on stage, 

including erotic and expressive dance, and physical experiments. Their repertoire is 

diverse and hard to define, from puppet show to rock concert, and again and again 

involving friends and colleagues in varying constellations. Their sprawling networks 

Museum moderner Kunst 
Stiftung Ludwig Wien 
Museumsplatz 1 | 1070 Wien 
 
Performance by The Ypsilon Five and  
Die 3 Ypsilons  
at the opening of the exhibition 
COSIMA VON BONIN. HIPPIES USE SIDE 
DOOR. THE YEAR 2014 HAS LOST THE PLOT.  
 
October 3, 2014, 7 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Die Produzentin announces Die 3 
Ypsilons, Photo: Oliver Husain 
 
 
 
Press contact 
 
Karin Bellmann 
T +43 1 52500-1400 
karin.bellmann@mumok.at 
 
Barbara Wagner 
T +43 1 52500-1450 
barbara.wagner@mumok.at 
 
Fax +43 1 52500-1300 
press@mumok.at 
www.mumok.at 



 

2 Press information, October 2, 2014 
 

range to date from the choir of the German National Library in Frankfurt to an entire 

film team. 

 

In 2003 Da Group first performed for a Cosima von Bonin project, with their piece 

Les escargots ridiculisés et Susan, at the exhibition FAT, FORTY, FEMALE, FADE 

(Galerie Neu, Berlin). Dressed as eroticized snails and depressive pierrots, they 

appeared as a rock band and transformed the stage into a witches brew of 

expressive dance with ribbons and pantomime trance. Using the pseudonym Susan, 

Proddy Produzentin also made her first appearance at a von Bonin project here, and 

afterwards she worked at the turntable as a DJ. 

 

Die 3 Ypsilons 

Die 3 Ypsilons, consisting of Doc Nancy, Proddy Produzentin, and Mary Messhausen, 

sometimes perform in pairs and sometimes as a threesome, and they have 

repeatedly performed in association with Cosima von Bonin. Proddy Produzentin and 

Doc Nancy first met at the onset of the millennium in Frankfurt am Main, and, as a 

duo, they thoroughly explored the city by night. After years of studying stochastics, 

Doc Nancy has become a role model for curious math sceptics. She regular performs 

in quite decent make-up and questionable contexts. During her time in Frankfurt with 

Proddy, she was the mathematical bear queen of the party scene, while Proddy 

drove dancers into ecstasy as a house and disco DJ.  

After moving to Toronto, Proddy Produzentin met Mary Messhausen at a maple syrup 

festival in the Canadian backwoods in 2005. Mary holds a bachelorette degree in 

haute clownture and is well known for exceptional fashion designs. The two organize 

the infamous queer party series Hotnuts in Toronto, which is renowned for its 

multifarious fancy dress and fashion extravagance. In Austria, Doc Nancy and Proddy 

have been known since 2010, when they ushered the guests at the exhibition 

opening to THE FATIGUE EMPIRE at Kunsthaus Bregenz out into the summer night 

and thus brought the vernissage of Cosima von Bonin’s show to an abrupt end.  

 

 
We would like to thank our media partners Der Standard, Ö1, Falter, and Wien live. 

 

 


